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DANCES PATRELLE

The 18th Annual Repertory Season

MARCH 23-25, 2007   The Ailey CITIGROUP THEATER
TWO WORLD PREMIERES    &    GUEST ARTISTS

Dances Patrelle, 18th Repertory Season, will be presented Mach 23–25, 2007 at The Ailey Citigroup Theater (The Joan Weill Center for Dance), 405 West 55th Street at 9th Avenue. The diverse and exciting program will include two World Premieres to commissioned scores as well as two of the past dance classics.

WHAT DO WE DO ABOUT MOTHER (world premiere + commissioned score) Choreography: Francis Patrelle; Music: new score by Patrick Soluri.  Francis Patrelle tackles one of the most important and difficult issues in modern American life — the challenges and burdens of caring for an aging parent. Starring New York City Ballet principal dancers Jenifer Ringer and Stephen Hanna, the new piece once again stands poised to redefine the scope of dramatic ballet.

PAIR OF JACKS (world premiere + commissioned score) Choreography:Leda Meredith; Music: new score by Brendan Milburn and Valerie Vigoda.  The new creation presents a thrilling, uncharted battle of the sexes that is set to a new score.

AMERICAN DREAMER Choreography: Francis Patrelle; Music: score by Rod Hausen, based on the melodies & lyrics of Stephen Foster. The ballet explores the history, mythology and fondest hopes of our nation.

AMERICAN OVERTURE Choreography: Francis Patrelle; Music: Leonard Bernstein.  Uncle Sam like you've never seen him - sexy, controversial and thought-provoking! It will be danced by Pacific Northwest Ballet principal Jonathan Porretta as a modern look at the United States and the ideals it ought to stand for.
Artistic Director, Francis Patrelle has created ballets for numerous distinguished dancers such as: Lynn Aaron, Merrill Ashley, Frank Augustyn, Peter Boal, Judith Fugate, Marcelo Gomez, Karen Kain, Lourdes Lopez, Douglas Martin, John Meehan, Daniel Mejia, Kevin O’Day, Johnathan Riseling, Jenifer Ringer, Jock Soto, Miranda Weese, Tim Wengerd, Donald Williams, and Prima Ballerina Cynthia Gregory to only name a few.  He studied ballet in Philadelphia before receiving his BFA from Juilliard, where he studied with Alfredo Corvino, Jose Limon, and Antony Tudor.  In 1980, he began choreographing for opera companies (Vienna State and Santa Fe).  This led to Willie Stark, directed by Harold Prince for the Houston Grand Opera, which was televised on PBS’s Great Performers Series as well as performed at the Kennedy Center. He also has many theater credits.  Mr. Patrelle has worked with a wide range of companies throughout the world.  

Dances Patrelle, reinventing dramatic dance, was founded in 1988. One of the goals is to bring dramatic dance to all audiences, through a collaborative process which blends music, drama, and history.  dP’s goals are to expand the awareness and appreciation for dramatic ballet; to  preserve the works of Francis Patrelle and to provide an opportunity for further choreographic expression as well as present other choreographers’ dramatic ballets and a forum for those works.  Also dP provides a forum by which experienced dancers can share in a mentoring relationship with young dancers, and contribute to their evolution as performers and artists and also to provide maturing dancers the opportunity to expand their art through new choreographic works.               www.dancespatrelle.org
Performances of Dances Patrelle are at 8:00 pm Friday & Saturday; 6:30 pm Sunday and matinees at 2:00 pm on Saturday & Sunday.  Tickets are only $35 for reserved seats; for the Friday Gala with opening night reception $150.  Tickets on sale through SmartTix: (212) 868-4444     www.smartix.com
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