For Immediate Release:

DANCES PATRELLE

“POP”

SYMPHONY SPACE     Thursday, May 4th – Saturday, May 6th
Dances Patrelle, 17th Repertory Season, will present “POP” on Thursday, May 4, through Saturday, May 6th, 2006 at the Peter Jay Sharp Theater in the Peter Norton Symphony Space, 2537 Broadway at 95th Street.   “POP”, is a full-length ballet choreographed by Artistic Director Francis Patrelle. “POP” presents three separate New Year's evenings at three different nightclubs from the 1930's to the 1950's (the hidden lives with 3 couples, 3 New Years, 3 decades, and a search for joy).  It features vocalist Curt Olds and Warren Helms, along with the music of Noel Coward, Jerry Lee Lewis, and various popular songs about New York.  

dP dancers include Duncan Cooper, Heather Hawk, Leda Meredith, Melissa Morrissey, Donald Paradise, Francois Perron, Sabra Perry, Matthew Prescott, Eric Ragan and Julie Voshell.  The creative team for POP includes: Rita B. Watson (Décor & Costumes) and David Grill (Décor & Lighting).

The settings for “POP”: “Mad Dogs & Englishmen” ACT I- 1930’s, Café de Paris- London, a medley of songs by Noel Coward;  “I Happen to Like New York” ACT II- 1940’s, The Stork Club- New York City, a medley of songs about New York and “Great Balls of Fire!” ACT III- 1950’s, The Peppermint Lounge- New York City, a medley of songs sung by Jerry Lee Lewis. 

Artistic Director, Francis Patrelle has created ballets for numerous distinguished dancers such as: Lynn Aaron, Merrill Ashley, Frank Augustyn, Peter Boal, Judith Fugate, Marcelo Gomez, Karen Kain, Lourdes Lopez, Douglas Martin, John Meehan, Daniel Mejia, Kevin O’Day, Johnathan Riseling, Jenifer Ringer, Jock Soto, Miranda Weese, Tim Wengerd, Donald Williams, and Prima Ballerina Cynthia Gregory to only name a few.  He studied ballet in Philadelphia before receiving his BFA from Juilliard, where he studied with Alfredo Corvino, Jose Limon, and Antony Tudor.  In 1980, he began choreographing for opera companies (Vienna State and Santa Fe).  This led to Willie Stark, directed by Harold Prince for the Houston Grand Opera, which was televised on PBS’s Great Performers Series as well as performed at the Kennedy Center. He also has many theater credits.  Mr. Patrelle has worked with a wide range of companies throughout the world.  

Dances Patrelle, reinventing dramatic dance, was founded in 1988. One of the goals is to bring dramatic dance to all audiences, through a collaborative process which blends music, drama, and history.  dP’s goals are to expand the awareness and appreciation for dramatic ballet; to  preserve the works of Francis Patrelle and to provide an opportunity for further choreographic expression as well as present other choreographers’ dramatic ballets and a forum for those works.  Also dP provides a forum by which experienced dancers can share in a mentoring relationship with young dancers, and contribute to their evolution as performers and artists and also to provide maturing dancers the opportunity to expand their art through new choreographic works.

Performances of Dances Patrelle are at 8:00 pm Thursday – Saturday and tickets are $40/$35; Members/Students/Seniors $36/$31. There is a special children's matinee at 2:00 pm on Saturday, May 6th featuring numerous songs from POP, as well as an informative history of Rock 'n Roll with tickets for $20. All tickets are on sale online at www.symphonyspace.org. Or phone the box office, (212) 864-5400, between 11am-7pm, Tuesday-Sunday. Or fax (212) 864-4551. Some ticketing fees may apply.      www.dancespatrelle.org
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